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Relevance of the study: the study of migration processes in the EU countries is relevant, since these processes
significantly affect economic development, social integration and cultural diversity of the region. Growing population
mobility requires states to adapt policies related to labor migration, refugees and immigrant integration. The analysis
of migration trends also allows us to better understand the challenges faced by EU countries and develop effective
strategies to overcome them. The subject of the study is migration processes in EU countries in the modern period.
Purpose of the study: to study modern migration processes in EU countries, to identify the main trends of modern
migration processes in the region, to group EU countries according to the similarity of migration processes in them.
Research methodology: a comprehensive scientific approach that combines quantitative and qualitative methods
of analysis, statistical analysis methods are applied.

The results of the study: the volume and structure of migration in the countries of the European Union in
the modern period were analyzed, the gender and age characteristics of modern immigrants and emigrants were
indicated and the possible impact of these characteristics on the labor market of the region were analyzed. The latest
trends and trends of modern migration processes in the countries of the region were analyzed. The EU countries
were classified by the volume of immigration, in particular, 4 groups of countries were identified, namely: countries
with the largest number of immigrants, countries with high immigration rates, countries with average immigration
rates and countries with the lowest immigration rates. The volume and geography of forced migration of Ukrainians
related to military operations since 2022 were characterized. Practical significance: the results of the study reflect
the current features of migration processes in the EU region, they can be used for further research and forecasting
certain socio-economic parameters, such as: changes in the demographic situation of the EU as a whole and its
individual countries, calculations of the demographic burden on the working-age population in the coming years,
the study of individual migration trends (educational migration, digitalization, globalization of the labor market, etc.).

Conclusions: modern migration processes in the EU countries were studied, changes in immigration, emigration
and balance of migration indicators in the countries of the region were established. Countries were grouped according
to the similarity of immigration indicators. The volume and geography of Ukrainian migrants in connection with
military operations were characterized, and the impact of this type of migration on overall migration indicators in
the EU was reflected. Prospects for further research are related to a detailed study of megatrends that influence
modern migration processes in the world, including in the countries of the European Union, such as: globalization
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processes, the impact of wars and military conflicts, environmental factors, educational prospects, etc. An important
place in modern research remains for the study of forced migrations of Ukrainians associated with military
operations, in particular the volume of refugee flows to various EU countries, the features of social adaptation
of Ukrainian citizens in these countries, their impact on the economy and the labor market, etc.

Keywords: geography of migrations, migration processes, emigration, immigration, EU.
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AKmyansnicms 00cioiceHNA: sudUueHHs Micpayitinux npoyecig y kpainax €C € akmyanbHum, 0CKiIbKU Yi npoyeci
CYMmeBo 6NAUBAIOMb HA eKOHOMIUHUL PO3GUMOK, COYIaNbHY THmMe2payiio ma KyabmypHy DI3HOMAHIMHICMb Pe2ioHy.
Lopas binvuia modinbHiCMb HACEEHHA BUMA2AE 8i0 0EPHCAB AOANMAYIL ROTTMUKU, WO CHIOCYEMbCA MPYO080i Micpayil,
Oidicenyie ma inmezpayii immiepanmis. Ananiz Miepayitinux meHoenyill Maxkoic 003805€ Kpauje 3p03yMimu UKIUKU,
3 sxumu cmuxaiomvcs kpainu €C, i pospodoumu eghexmueni cmpamezii 05 ix nodonanns. Ipeomemom 0ocniodcenns
€ miepayiuni npoyecu 6 kpainax €C y cyuachuii nepioo. Mema 00CIOMCEHHA: USYUMU CYUACHT MISDAYITIHI npoyecu
6 kpainax €C, useumu OCHOGHI MPEHOU CYYACHUX MISpaAYiliHuX npoyecie 6 pe2ioni, 30iUCHUMU SPYRYSANHs Kpail
€C 3a nodibnicmro micpayitinux npoyecie y Hux. Memooonozia 00CHi0HceHHA: KOMNIEKCHUL HayKogull nioxio,
WO NOEOHYE KIMbKICHI Ma AKICHI Memoou aHanizy, 3acmoco8ano mMemoou cmamucmuynozo ananizy. Pesynemamu
00CIONHCEHHA: NPOAHANIZ08AHO 00CseU Ma cmpyKkmypy miepayiti y Kpainax €eponeicbkozo coiosy 6 Cy4acHuil
nepioo, BKA3aHO 2eHOEPHI MA GIiKOBI OCOOIUBOCII CYUACHUX IMMISPAHMIE MA eMieDAHMIE A MONCIUBUL 6NIIUE YUX
ocobnusocmell Ha puHox npayi pecioty. IIpoananizo8ano HOGIMHI MeHOeHYIl Mma MpeHOU CYYACHUX MiepayitiHux
npoyecie y kpainax peciony. 30iticneno knacugixayiro kpain €C 3a obcseamu immicpayii, 30kpema sudineno 4 epynu
Kpain, a came: Kpainu 3 HAUOLILUWONW KITbKICMIO IMMIZPAHMIG; KPAiHU 3 BUCOKUMU NOKAZHUKAMU IMMIepayil; Kpainu i3
CEPeOHIMU NOKAZHUKAMU IMMI2payii ma Kpainu 3 HauMeHwuMy noKasHukamu immiepayii. Cxapaxmepuzosano oocseu
ma 2eoepaghito GUMYWEHUX MIepayill VKpaiHyie, wjo nog si3aui 3 gilicokogumu oismu 6i0 2022 poxy.

Ilpakmuune 3nauenna: pesynomamu OOCHIONCEHHA 6i000padNCAOMb CYUACHI 0COOIUBOCMI MIZPAYIIHUX
npoyecie y pecioni €C, 6oHu MOAICymb OYmMu GUKOPUCMAHT 0N NOOATLULUX OOCHIONCEHb A NPOSHO3YBAHHS
NeBHUX COYIANbHO-CKOHOMIYHUX NaApamempie, ak-om: 3minu ¢ demoepapiuniti cumyayii €C 3azanom ma okpemux
1020 KpaiH, pO3PAXYHKIE 0eMozpahiuHo20 HABAHMANCEHHA HA Npaye30amue HACeNeHHA 6 HACHYNHI POKU,
BUBHEHHS OKpeMUX MiepayiiHux mpenoie (oceimui miepayii, diodcumanizayis, 2nobaiizayis puHKy npayi moujo).

16



Acta Academiae Beregsasiensis: Geographica et Recreatio Ne 3, 2025

Bucnoexu: oocniosxceno cyuachi miepayiuni npoyecu 6 kpainax €C, 6cmano6neHo 3MiHU 6 NOKAZHUKAX IMMicpayii,
emiepayii ma canb0o Miepayiily Kpainax pe2iony. 30itiCHeno epynysanHs Kpain 3a noOiOHICmIO NOKA3HUKIE iMMiepayii.
Cxapakmepuz06ano obcseu ma 2eo2paghito YKpaiHCoKux Miepaumie y 36 3Ky 3 8ICbKOGUMU OisMU, 8i000pANCEHO
BNIUE Yb020 BUOY Micpayill Ha 3a2anbHi miepayitini noxkazruxu 6 €C.

Knrouosi cnosa: ceocpaia miepayiii, miepayiini npoyecu, emicpayis, immicpayis, €C.

Problem statement. The study of migration
processes in the countries of the European
Union is extremely relevant in the modern
world, as these processes have a significant
impact on the socio-economic development,
political stability and cultural dynamics
of the region. Firstly, migration affects
the labor market, as labor from different
countries can fill the shortage of personnel in
certain sectors of the economy, contributing
to the growth of productivity and innovation.
Secondly, migration flows can affect
the demographic situation, in particular,
the aging of the population in many European
countries, which pushes for the need to attract
young migrants.

In addition, the study of migration processes
helps to understand the social and cultural
changes taking place in societies that are
becoming increasingly diverse. This, in turn,
requires the development of new integration
policies that would promote social cohesion

and prevent conflicts based on cultural
differences.

Analysis of recent research
and  publications.  Theoretical  aspects

of migration do not lose their relevance for
researchers in the modern period. An important
place is occupied by research that focuses on
a clear definition of categories and concepts
in the field of migration and the prevention
of pseudoscientific speculation, as well
as modern interpretations of the concept
of “migrant” [1; 2].

The study of modern migration processes
in EU countries in recent years has received
a clear focus on identifying megatrends, such as
educational migration [3]. In this context, it is
interesting to study the migrations of Ukrainian
students who, after the start of the full-scale
war in Ukraine, were forced to leave their
country and continue their studies at European
universities [4].
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Domestic research on migration processes in
EU countries in recent times has been related to
the study of problems of illegal migration [5],
problems and prospects of migration policy in
the EU [6], and issues of reforming migration
legislation [7].

A number of works by Ukrainian researchers
focus on the study of Ukrainian migrations
related to military operations in Ukraine in
the modern period [9].

The aim of the work is to study modern
migration processes in the EU countries,
identify the main trends of modern migration
processes in the region, and group EU countries

according to the similarity of migration
processes in them.
Presentation of the main material

of the study. An analysis of the features
of migration processes in the EU during
2018-2023 confirms the increase in the number
of immigrants to the countries of the region
during the study period by almost 2 million
people (Table 1).

In 2021, the number of immigrants who
arrived in the European Union from countries
that are not members of this association
amounted to a significant figure of 2.3 million
people. This figure is 18% higher than
the number in 2020, when 1.9 million arrivals
were registered. However, it still remains
lower than the pre-crisis level of 2019,
when 2.7 million people arrived in the EU.
In 21 of the 27 member states of the European
Union, 50% or more of the population
immigrated from outside their borders in
2021 [10].

In 2022, EU Member States issued
approximately 3.7 million new residence
permits, excluding flows from Ukraine.
This is a significant increase compared to
2.9 million permits in 2021 and 3 million in
2019. At the same time, 875 thousand new
asylum applications were filed, not including
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Ukrainian citizens. According to Eurostat
statistics, the number of these applications
increased by a significant 52% compared to
2021 and by 38% compared to 2019 [10].

As of the beginning of January 2022,
the number of non-EU citizens residing in
the territory of this union was 23.8 million,
or about 5.3% of the total EU population
of 447 million people from 27 countries.
Three quarters of these people lived in
countries such as Germany, Spain, France
and Italy. If we include EU citizens born outside
the EU, this figure reaches 38 million or 8.5%
of the total population. When we include EU
citizens who move between different member
states, the share of all foreign citizens rises
to 12.5% [10].

In 2022, the average immigration rate
was 11 immigrants from third countries per
thousand EU residents. In Malta, this rate
was particularly high, at 66 immigrants per
thousand inhabitants, followed by Luxembourg
with 48 and Estonia with 37 immigrants.
Immigration levels were significantly lower
in countries such as Romania, Slovakia
and Hungary. In Romania, emigration
outweighed immigration during this period.
Slovakia, a country with homogeneous
demography and a fairly closed immigration
system, also has a low share of immigrants [10].

In addition, there has been
an increase in illegal immigration. As of
the end of November 2023, the International
Organization for Migration had registered
approximately 264,000 irregular  entries
into the EU, up from 190,000 entries in
2022 and 150,000 the previous year,
about 6.6% of the total migration flow to Europe.

According to the European Commission,
2021 saw a significant population movement,
with 2.26 million people leaving their home
continents to settle in the European Union.
During the same period, around 2.9 million
residence permits were issued, reflecting
the complexity of administrative procedures
and reflecting not only current migration
but also previous arrivals. In comparison,
2.5 million people left the EU in search of a life
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elsewhere in the world — of which 1.12 million
moved to countries outside Europe, while
1.4 million moved to other member states
within the EU. In addition, there are around
13.7 million people living within the bloc
who, while being EU citizens, have chosen
to live in another EU member state. Notably,
Luxembourg leads the way among countries
with the highest percentage of non-citizens,
accounting for 47.1% of its population. At the
same time, Luxembourg also leads in terms
of the share of migrants from other European
countries, which accounted for 91% of the total
number of new arrivals in 2021 [10].

An analysis of Eurostat data on migration
processes  within the European Union
for the period from 2018 to 2022 shows
a significant increase in the number of external
migrants arriving in EU countries. The largest
increases were recorded in the Czech Republic,
Germany, Latvia, Lithuania, Portugal and Spain
(Table 1). Of all countries, Spain and Germany
received the largest number of migrants.

In 2023, 4.3 million immigrants from
non-EU countries arrived in the EU (18% less
than in 2022), while 1.5 million people who had
previously resided in one EU country migrated
to another EU country. This figure does not
include asylum seekers and refugees from
Ukraine who are under temporary protection
in some countries. Given that 73.4 thousand
people with an unknown country of previous
residence also migrated to EU countries, this
amounts to a total of 5.9 million arrivals as
a result of international immigration in 2023.
On the other hand, around 3.0 million people
emigrated to another EU country or to a country
outside the EU. Of these, around 1.5 million
people left an EU country to migrate to
a country outside the EU, which is 25% more
than in 2022.

In comparison, in 2022, 5.3 million
immigrants from non-EU countries arrived
in the EU, while 1.5 million people
who previously lived in one EU country
migrated to another EU country. Around
1.2 million people emigrated from
the EU to a non-EU country in 2022.
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Fig. 1. Volume of immigration and emigration in EU countries, 2020-2023

Source: constructed by the authors based on Eurostat data

In summary, between 2022 and 2023, there was
a decrease in the total number of immigrants
to the EU from non-EU countries of around
18%, while emigration from the EU to non-EU
countries increased by around 25%. Meanwhile,
the total number of immigrants who previously
lived in one EU country and migrated to
another EU country remained stable.

Among EU countries, Germany registered
the largest total number of immigrants
(1,271.2  thousand  people) in 2023,
followed by Spain (1,251.0 thousand
people), Italy (439.7 thousand people)
and France (417.6 thousand people). Spain
and Germany also recorded the largest number
of emigrants in 2023 (608.7 thousand people
and 574.2 thousand people, respectively),
followed by France (266.4), Romania
(239.2  thousand people) and Poland
(194.1 thousand people). In 2023, as in 2022,
in all 27 EU countries, immigration exceeded
emigration, i.e. the migration balance was
positive (Table 1, Figure 1.).

Furthermore, compared to 2022,
15 EU countries recorded a decrease in
the total number of immigrants in 2023,
while 12 EU countries recorded an increase.
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The largest decreases in relative terms between
2022 and 2023 were observed in the Czech
Republic (59.1%), Latvia (51.7%) and Estonia
(46.6%), while the largest increases were
observed in Finland (46.5%), Bulgaria (39.9%)
and Cyprus (31.3%).

In terms of resident population, the highest
immigration rate in 2023 was recorded in
Malta (76 immigrants per 1,000 people),
followed by Cyprus (43 immigrants per
1,000 people) and Luxembourg (40 immigrants
per 1,000 people), Figure 2.

Regarding emigration, the highest rates in
2023 were recorded in Malta (38 emigrants
per 1,000 people), Cyprus (28 emigrants per
1,000 people) and Luxembourg (25 emigrants
per 1,000 people).

In 2023, more men than women immigrated
to the EU (54.8% compared to 45.2%). For
comparison, in 2022, approximately the same
proportion of men and women immigrated to
the EU (50.3% compared to 49.7%), Fig. 3.

In 2023, in 23 out of 27 EU countries,
the majority of immigrants were men. The EU
country that recorded the highest share of male
immigrants was Lithuania (74.9%), followed
by Croatia (68.5%) and Romania (65.9%);
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conversely, the highest share of female The majority of emigrants were men — 55%,

immigrants was recorded in Ireland (53.5%), while the number of women was around 44%

followed by the Czech Republic (52.0%), ofthe total (Figure 5).

France (51.6%) and Cyprus (51.2%), Figure 4. In 2023, in 24 out of 27 EU countries,
The gender ratio of emigrants from EU  the majority of immigrants came from outside

countries remained stable during 2018-2023. the EU (Figure 6).
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Fig. 2. Number of immigrants per 1000 population in EU countries, 2023
Source: constructed by the authors based on Eurostat data
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Fig. 3. Gender ratio of immigrants in the EU, %
Source: constructed by the authors based on Eurostat data
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Source: constructed by the authors based on Eurostat data

The Czech Republic recorded
the highest share of immigrants from
outside the EU (89.2% of the total number
of immigrants in 2023), followed by Lithuania
(88.9%) and Ireland (87.2%). On the other
hand, Luxembourg reported the highest share
of immigrants from another EU country (85.7%
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of the total number of immigrants in 2023),
followed by Slovakia (57.5%) and Austria
(48.4%).

In 2023, national immigrants (immigrants
with citizenship of the EU country to which
they migrated) accounted for more than half
of the total number of immigrants only in
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Romania and Slovakia. Among stateless
immigrants who were citizens of non-EU
countries, the number of citizens of EU countries
other than the one to which they migrated
exceeded the number of citizens of EU countries
other than the one to which they migrated in all
EU countries except Luxembourg.

In 2023, the relative share of national
immigrants in the total number of immigrants
was highest in Romania (67.1% of all
immigrants) and Slovakia (63.9%). In contrast,
in the Czech Republic, national immigration
accounted for 1.7% of the total number
of immigrants [10].

Immigrants were on average younger
than the EU population already residing in
them. As of 1 January 2024, the average age
of the total EU population was 44.7 years,
while in 2023 it was 30.5 years for immigrants.
Overall, foreign immigrants were younger
than national immigrants in the EU.
The age distribution of foreign immigrants
shows a higher proportion of relatively
young people of working age compared
to national immigrants. The average age
of national immigrants was 33.1 years, while
that of foreign immigrants was 30.1 years.
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Statistical studies show that at the beginning
of 2023, there were over 8.7 million foreigners
and stateless persons aged 15 to 29 living in
the European Union. Of this number, 45.4%
were young people aged 24-29, representing
the most promising group in terms of impact on
labor and intellectual capital.

The relative share of native-born immigrants
among the total number of immigrants was
highest in Romania (57.8% of all immigrants),
followed by Latvia (35.5%) and Greece
(33.9%). On the other hand, the Czech Republic
(2.5% of all immigrants), Germany (3.9%)
and Austria (4.4%) recorded the lowest share
of native-born immigrants.

Overall, freedom of movement
and employment within the EU remains
an important factor stimulating both external
and internal migration. A special place in
this aspect belongs to Romanians, who form
the largest national group of citizens living
outside their country: in 2022, more than
3 million Romanians went abroad, which is
approximately a quarter of the population
of Romania. Similarly, Poles demonstrate
significant mobility: according to data from
the same year, about 1.5 million Polish citizens
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(which is 11% of their total number) lived in
other EU countries [10].

External migration plays a significant role
in stabilizing the negative demographic trends
of the EU countries. In particular, according to
UN calculations, in the absence of migration
flows, the population of the European Union
would decrease by half a million people
annually. Despite the fact that international
migration is often interpreted in a negative
context in public discussions, it is obvious
that it acts as an important mechanism
for the redistribution of human resources.
Migration contributes to the concentration
of knowledge, experience and qualifications
precisely where they can be effectively
implemented. Studies by the International
Organization for Migration confirm the positive
impact of migrants in various sectors
of the economy — from high-tech industries
to creative areas such as art or the creation
of start-ups. The tendency to exaggerate
the negative effects of migration often prevails,
but the real losses for the sending countries can
be partially compensated. This is confirmed by
the experience of states that have successfully
implemented programs to return their citizens
from abroad. Such initiatives allow to benefit
from the capital of knowledge, entrepreneurial
spirit and formed professional skills.

External and internal migration of citizens
of the European Union are effective mechanisms
for solving key problems related to employment
of the population and reducing the tax pressure
on the economy of the member states. It is
worth noting that migration processes provide
a kind of “skills increase” for the host countries,
covering different segments of the labor market —
both in the field of low-skilled jobs and in
industries requiring high professional training.

Internal movement of citizens from less
economically developed regions to more
economically prosperous territories of the EU
allows to mitigate social tension in the former
and at the same time contributes to providing
the labor market with qualified specialists in
the latter. On the one hand, this helps to balance
economic activity between different regions.
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On the other hand, external migration is
focused mainly on filling low-skilled vacancies,
further satisfying the demand for workers
in monotonous manual labor with relatively
low wages. This is most often the case in

the agricultural production, light industry,
and service sectors.
Demonstrating specific examples, it 1is

worth paying attention to the employment
of migrants in EU countries as of 2023.
The highest share of migrants was recorded
in the hotel and restaurant sector, where
they accounted for 12.4% of all employees
(compared to an average of 4.4% in this sector
as a whole in the EU). Their contribution
to construction was similarly significant —
9.8% of the total number of employees there
(with an average of 6.9%), as well as in
administrative and service services, call centers
and logistics (7.6% versus 3.9%). In the areas
of domestic work, migrants accounted for 5.9%
of employees (an average of 0.7%) [10].

It is worth paying attention to the impact
of outbound migration on the socio-economic
development and development of intellectual
capitalofEUcountries. However,thescaleofoutbound
migration is much smaller compared to inbound
migration. In 2022, about 2.7 million Europeans
left their country, of which about 1.5 million
left the EU, while the rest moved to other
EU countries [10]. The main emigrants were
citizens of Germany, Spain, France, Italy,
the Netherlands, Poland and Romania. Almost
every second migrant, except for those from
Spain, simply changed their place of residence
to another EU country. Thus, external migration
as a whole does not have a negative impact on
the demographic situation in the EU. However,
internal migration exacerbates the imbalance
in the distribution of labor within the Union
and causes a shortage of qualified specialists in
less developed EU countries.

The large-scale migration wave caused
by Russia’s invasion of Ukraine in
February 2022 had an important impact on
public life in EU countries. It was caused by
the desire of Ukrainian citizens to protect
themselves and their loved ones from military
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threats and to save their lives. Many displaced
persons (refugees) left the =zone where
hostilities were taking place or which were
occupied, residents of almost all regions faced
the daily threat of rocket and bomb strikes.
According to the UN, since February 24,
2022, more than 5 million people have left
Ukraine [11]. Most Ukrainians left abroad
through the states bordering Ukraine: Poland,
Slovakia, Hungary, Romania, Moldova,
and later went to other EU countries, the United
Kingdom, Canada, and the United States.
As of June 6, 2022, more than 5.6 million
Ukrainian refugees were registered in Europe,
the largest number in Poland (1,207.7 thousand
people), Germany (867.0 thousand people),
the Czech Republic (388.1 thousand people)
and Italy (141.6 thousand people).

The demographic composition of the external
migration of Ukrainians during the war period was
fundamentally different from the pre-war period:
according to UNICEF, about 90% of refugees
are women and children. According to a survey
conducted by UNHCR among adult migrants from
Ukraine, women made up 87%, two-thirds (65%)
of whom were of working age (18-59 years),
almost 70% had higher education [11].

Pre-war migration was dominated by men
(70% of the total number of migrants), mainly
in working professions.
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Most Ukrainians seeking asylum
abroad found help in Germany, Poland,
and the Czech Republic. These states not
only provided humanitarian support, but
also introduced special temporary protection
programs that provide refugees with access to
housing, medical services, and employment
opportunities.

Among the EU countries, the largest number
of Ukrainians settled in Germany, which
provided shelter to 1,117,100 people, which is
28% of all Ukrainian asylum seekers (Fig. 7).
Poland ranks second with 983,200 refugees
(24% of the total). The Czech Republic is in
third place, where 388,600 Ukrainians found
shelter, or 9% (Fig. 7).

As of the end of 2024, among those who
received temporary protection in the EU
countries, the share of women was 46.6%,
children — 34.4%, and men — 19% [11].

Refugees forced to leave Ukraine due to war
often face serious social difficulties. In the new
conditions, they need to solve the problems
of housing, clothing, food and medical
supplies. The bulk of these costs are covered by
the budgets of European countries.

Among the features of this wave of forced
migration, a notable one is the high proportion
of minors among the displaced. According
to UN calculations [11] and economists,

z:li) 175,9
Spain Romania

B Number of Ukrainians, thousand people

Fig. 7. EU countries that have accepted the largest number of Ukrainian refugees since 2022,
thousand people (data as of 01/31/2025) [11]
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the proportion of minors among forced
Ukrainian migrants ranges from 28% to 44%.
This creates significant financial pressure
on the budgets of host countries, as their
governments have to spend additional resources
on the education and integration of Ukrainians.

Conclusions. The study allows us to
highlight the following features of modern
migration processes in the EU countries:

1. In 2023, migrants made up
approximately 12.5% of the total population
of the European Union. Of these, only 5.3%
were not EU citizens, while the rest received
EU citizenship or are internal migrants.

2. The majority of migrants, namely 75%,
live in countries such as Germany, Spain,
France and Italy.

3. The level of illegal migration is
insignificant — about 6.6% of the total number
of migrants. This figure decreased significantly
in 2023 compared to 2015, when Europe
faced a migration crisis, receiving over
1.8 million people, while in 2023 this figure
was 385 thousand people.

4. The EU as a whole has a positive
migration balance, with the number of emigrants
exceeding the number of immigrants in
the period 2018-2022 only in Croatia, Greece,
Lithuania and Romania. And since 2023, all EU
countries have had a positive migration balance.

5. Internal migration also plays
an important role — as of 2023,
13.7 million EU citizens lived outside their
country of citizenship.

employment (36%) came first, followed by
family circumstances (26%) and education
(13%).

The conducted scientific research allows us
to carry out a certain grouping of EU countries
by the volume of immigrants. Thus, we have
identified 4 groups of countries:

1) countries with the largest number
of immigrants (over 1 million people) — Spain,
Germany;

2) countries with high immigration (from
401 thousand people to 1 million people) —
Italy, France;

3) countries with average immigration
(from 101 thousand people to 400 thousand
people) — Austria, Belgium, Greece, Ireland,
the Netherlands, Poland, Portugal, Romania,
the Czech Republic;

4) countries with the lowest immigration
(up to 100 thousand people) — all other EU
countries.

Prospects for further research are related to
a detailed study of megatrends that influence
modern migration processes in the world,
including in the countries of the European
Union, such as: globalization processes,
the impact of wars and military conflicts,
environmental factors, educational prospects,
etc. An important place in modern research
remains for the study of forced migrations
of  Ukrainians associated with military
operations, in particular, the volume of refugee
flows to various EU countries, the features
of social adaptation of our citizens in these

6. The structure of residence permits countries, their impact on the economy
granted was  distributed as  follows: and the labor market, etc.
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